Minutes of the Fifty-seventh Meeting of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

Location:
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Date:

15th December 2014

Present:
Chairperson Professor P Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Sean O’Laoide, Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Henry Burns (IFA), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Ray Doyle (ICOS) and Kevin Kinsella (IFA).

Apologies:
Stephen Foley (CILDEHS), Jackie Robinson (DARDNI), Michael Guinan (ICMSA) Gerald Quain (ICMSA)

Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham 
1. Minutes

· The Minutes of the previous meeting of the 19th September 2014 were accepted with changes.
2. Presentation from Mr. Michael Maloney, Director of Quality Assurance, An Bord Bia -The Irish Food Board. Council thanked Michael for his very informative presentation.
3. Matters Arising

· Chairman welcomed new Council member Mr. Sean O Leary, IFA National Dairy Chairman. Mr. O Leary said he is looking forward to working with Council.

4. Education Working Group

· Work is being finalised on the next FAWAC guideline booklet on ‘On farm Euthanasia of Pigs’.
5. EWS

· The 2014 Steering Group meeting took place on 30th October 2014.
· The four regional meetings are due to take place over coming months commencing with the South East.
· Farmers are asked to be vigilant in protecting animal health and welfare in the context of an expected expansion of the dairy head (post quotas).
· There continues to be some problems with late registration/unregistered dairy calves and IFA undertook to send a text message to farmers reminding them of the importance of timely registration.
· Farmers reminded to be compliant with tail docking legislation.
· The UK has looked at Ireland’s EWS model and is considering developing a similar system. 
·  IFA reported improvements in TB eradication however it is essential that reactors are removed as soon as possible.
6. Dairy Welfare

· While there has been huge investment in infrastructure and greater efficiency in milk production, potential risk factors are new entrants who should have the required skill set.
· UCD School of Veterinary Medicine is running a graduate certificate course in dairy herd health which includes a module on calf health.
· DAFM reported increases in live exports in 2014. 
7. Equine Welfare

DAFM updated Council on equine matters: 

· Press release issued on 5th December 2014 stressing the importance of timely equine registration. 
· ISPCA reported that there continues to be equine welfare problems particularly with some members of the Traveller Community.
· Donkeys are also a concern.

· Education is the key to good welfare within all horse owning communities.
· Veterinary Ireland stressed that the cost of micro-chipping and passports remains an impediment to certain owners.
· Chairman asked for an update on initiatives undertaken by DAFM in the equine sector over recent years. 
8. AOB
Sheep Attacks

All animal welfare organisations in receipt of exgratia funding are to be reminded that dogs with a history of attacking and killing sheep must be euthanized and not be re-homed.
Agri_Aware

Council agreed payment of €2,500 to Agri Aware for FAWAC’s patronage for 2014. Agri Aware are strongly advocating for animal welfare to be given a higher priority in the State’s examination process.
Meetings for 2015
Dates for 2015 FAWAC meetings to be circulated.
The Chairman thanked all Council Members for their work throughout the year. 

End 
